United Lutheran Church

Sixteenth Sunday After Pentecost
September 13, 2026

WORSHIP PREPARATION PRAYER
God of grace, you have given us minds to know you, hearts to
love you, and voices to sing your praise. Fill us with your Spirit,
that we may celebrate your glory and worship you in spirit and
truth, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

To all in attendance today:
e  Please fill out the attendance form found as an insert in the Weekly Witness
and place it in the woven basket in the Narthex as you leave.
e You may take your used bulletin and Weekly Witness with you or place them in
the basket in the Narthex.
e If you are unable to come to the altar, please indicate your desire for communion
to an usher.




¢ Congregation Stands P =Pastor A = Assistant C = Congregation
ANNOUNCEMENTS

¢ GATHERED IN GRATITUDE

C

Baptized into the Body of Jesus Christ and Nourished by His
Supper, we are United in Gratitude, Living Everywhere the Love
of the Triune God.
Let them thank the Lord for his steadfast love,
For his wonderful works to humankind.
Let them extol him in the congregation of the people,
And praise him in the assembly of the elders.
Psalm 107:31-32

¢ GREETING OUR NEIGHBORS

P

C
)

The Lord is with you.
And also with you.
Let us share that greeting with one another.

¢ CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P

C
)

o

In the name of the Father, and of the { Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.
Amen
God of all mercy and consolation who sees us into our depths,
reach into the depths of your people, turning us from our self-
centered ways to live from you and for our neighbors. Enliven us
with your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your
forgiveness, and live by the mercy and love by which you have
created and sustain us.
Amen
In the presence of God and of one another, let us confess our
separation from God’s mercy and love.

(silence for self-examination)
God of mercy and love,
We confess that we have turned our lives over to identities,
authorities, and powers outside of Jesus Christ. Where you have
called for love, we have expressed resentment; where you have
called for mercy, we have desired punishment; where you have
called for reconciliation, we have nurtured division. By your
Spirit, animate our hearts, minds, and bodies to serve the world
as you have served us. Through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,

Amen.



P Through the Holy Spirit, the crucified and resurrected Jesus Christ
breaks into our lives as the God of mercy and reconciliation. As a
minister of Jesus Christ, and by Christ’s authority alone, | therefore
declare to you the gift of God the Spirit and with him the complete
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of
the Son, and of the 1 Holy Spirit.

C Amen
¢ GATHERING HYMN “Awake, O Sleeper, Rise from Death”
ELW #452
¢ GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit is with you all.
C And also with you.
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¢ PRAYER OF THE DAY

p
C

O Lord God,

merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness.
Replace our hearts of stone with hearts that both love and adore
you, and see the humanity in our neighbors. Through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen.



FIRST READING Genesis 50:15-21

15 Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said,
“What if Joseph still bears a grudge against us and pays us back in
full for all the wrong that we did to him?” 16 5 they approached
Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction before he
died, ’ ‘Say to Joseph: | beg you, forgive the crime of your
brothers and the wrong they did in harming you.” Now therefore
please forgive the crime of the servants of the God of your father.”
Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18 Then his brothers also
wept, fell down before him, and said, “We are here as your
slaves.” 1° But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am | in the
place of God? 20 Even though you intended to do harm to me, God
intended it for good, in order to preserve a numerous people, as
he is doing today. 21 56 have no fear; | myself will provide for you
and your little ones.” In this way he reassured them, speaking
kindly to them.

A  Word of God, word of life.
C Thanks be to God.



PSALM Psalm 103:8-13

Cantor chants the fine printed verses & refrain.
The congregation chants the bold printed verses & refrain.
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Psalm refrain reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year A © 2007 Augsburg Fortress.
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% LoRrD, you are full of compas- I sion and mercy,
slow to anger and abounding in ! steadfast love;
?you will not al- ! ways accuse us,
nor will you keep your an- ! ger forever.
'%You have not dealt with us according 'to our sins,
nor repaid us according to I our iniquities.
Y For as the heavens are high a- "'bove the earth,
so great is your steadfast love for ' those who fear you.
12 As far as the east is | from the west,
so far have you removed our transgres- ' sions from us.
3 As a father has compassion ! for his children,
so you have compassion for those who fear ' you, O LORD.
Refrain



SECOND READING Romans 14:1-12
1 Welcome those who are weak in faith but not for the purpose of
quarreling over opinions. 2 Some believe in eating anything, while
the weak eat only vegetables. 3 Those who eat must not despise
those who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass judgment
on those who eat, for God has welcomed them. * Who are you to
pass judgment on slaves of another? It is before their own lord that
they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to
make them stand.

> Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge
all days to be alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own
minds. ® Those who observe the day, observe it for the Lord. Also
those who eat, eat for the Lord, since they give thanks to God,
while those who abstain, abstain for the Lord and give thanks to
God.

7 For we do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to
ourselves. & If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to
the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the
Lord’s. ° For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he
might be Lord of both the dead and the Iliving.

10 Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you,
why do you despise your brother or sister? For we will all stand
before the judgment seat of God. Y ror it s written,

“As | live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me,
and every tongue shall give praise to God.”
1250 then, each one of us will be held accountable.
A  Word of God, word of life.
C Thanks be to God.

¢ GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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¢ GOSPEL Matthew 18:21-35

P
C

The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew, the 18" chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

2! peter came and said to [Jesus,] “Lord, if my brother or sister
sins against me, how often should | forgive? As many as seven
times?” ?* Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, | tell you,
seventy-seven times. 2 “For this reason the kingdom of heaven
may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his
slaves. 2 When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten
thousand talents was brought to him, >and, as he could not pay,
the lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and
children and all his possessions and payment to be made. % So the
slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me,
and | will pay you everything.” ” And out of pity for him, the lord of
that slave released him and forgave him the debt. *® But that same
slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who
owed him a hundred denarii, and seizing him by the throat he said,
‘Pay what you owe.” >’ Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded
with him, ‘Have patience with me, and | will pay you.” **But he
refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he would
pay the debt. ** When his fellow slaves saw what had happened,
they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their
lord all that had taken place. ** Then his lord summoned him and
said to him, ‘You wicked slave! | forgave you all that debt because
you pleaded with me. **Should you not have had mercy on your
fellow slave, as | had mercy on you?’ **And in anger his lord
handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire
debt. *>So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if
you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.”

The gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor Anthony

HYMN OF THE DAY “Our Father, We Have Wandered”

ELW #606



¢ APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit

and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen

¢ PRAYERS OF GOD’S PEOPLE
Each petition will end with the pastor saying, “Lord, in your mercy” . ..
The congregation responds with . .. “ Hear our prayer.”
¢ SHARING OF THE PEACE

¢ OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS AND TITHES

¢ OFFERING PRAYER

P  Giving God,
C you have given completely of vyourself in the creation,
redemption, and sanctification of this world. In grateful

response, we give of ourselves. May this expression of our
gratitude fund a ministry which extends the generosity of God to
all corners of creation; through the One who is grace without end,
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

10



¢ THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
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¢ WORDS OF INSTITUTION

¢ LORD’S PRAYER
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray,

C Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P Jesus Christ died and was raised for sinners. We qualify.

At United we practice Open Communion.
Those who will receive forgiveness of sins are welcome to the Table.
The dark colored liquid is wine, and the light colored liquid is grape juice.
For those who need an alternative to wheat flour wafers, gluten-free wafers are available upon request.

COMMUNION

12



COMMUNION HYMN “Lamb of God”
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POST COMMUNION BLESSING
P The body and blood of our risen Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthens
you and keeps you in his grace.

C Amen

POST COMMUNION PRAYER
P Generous God,

C
our Lord.

in this Holy Meal you have fed us the Word of Life, Jesus Christ
In gratitude for this meal empower us—through a
self-less commitment to your world—to sow the seeds of that

same gratitude in all whom we encounter this coming week.

May the thanksgiving born of this meal flow through us to our
community; through Jesus Christ, the Revelation of Abundant
Amen.

Life.
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¢ BENEDICTION

P Now receive the Benediction.
(Congregation: Face your neighbor.)

C The Lord blesses you and keeps you;
The Lord’s face shines upon you and is gracious to you;
The Lord looks upon you with favor and gives you peace.

¢ DISMISSAL

P Goin Peace. Serve the Lord by taking care of one another.
C Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24413.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council
of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

One License print and streaming A-711809. All other music—public domain.
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SENDING PRAYER
Almighty God, grant that your holy word which has been
proclaimed this day may enter into our hearts through your grace,
that it may produce in us the fruit of the Spirit for witness and
service in the world and to the praise and honor of your name,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
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United Lutheran Church
5945 Fremont Street
Lincoln, Nebraska 68507-1623
Phone: 402-466-2277
website: www.unitedlutheranlincoln.com
email: office@unitedlutheranlincoln.com

Our Staff
Pastor—Rev. Dr. Neal J. Anthony
Office Manager—Lindsey Tienken Choir Director—Julie Allen
Bookkeeper—Cheryl Wells Financial Secretary—Denice Hoops

Altar Flowers

are provided today to the glory of God
by James and Michelle Daberkow
in celebration of Callum’s birthday.

Worship Leaders for September 13

Leadership Position Sunday  9:30a.m.
Organist Denice Hoops
Choir Accompanist Brandi Sestak
Cantor Delene McConnaha
Acolyte Susan Fertig & June Fisher
Lector Judy Anderson
Usher & Greeter Don Green & Victoria Green
Communion Assistants Susan Fertig & June Fisher
Parking Lot Monitor Jason Schmeeckle

Scriptures for September 20
Jonah 3:10-4:11
Psalm 145:1-8
Philippians 1:21-30
Matthew 20:1-16

Office Hours
Monday through Friday: 8:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m.

Guidelines for Wedding, Baptism, and Funeral Services
Before setting a date or making plans for a wedding, baptism, or funeral, please contact the church office to
clear a date. This is to ensure the availability of the pastor and facility. Baptisms and weddings are not done
during the church season of Lent. Additionally, weddings are not held during Holy Week or busy church

seasons.
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