United Lutheran Church
Fifteenth Suméy/@?er Pentecost

September 6, 2026

WORSHIP PREPARATION PRAYER
God of grace, you have given us minds to know you, hearts to love
you, and voices to sing your praise. Fill us with your Spirit, that
we may celebrate your glory and worship you in spirit and truth,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

To all in attendance today:
e  Please fill out the attendance form found as an insert in the Weekly Witness
and place it in the woven basket in the Narthex as you leave.
e You may take your used bulletin and Weekly Witness with you or place them in the
basket in the Narthex.
e If you are unable to come to the altar, please indicate your desire for communion
to an usher.




¢ Congregation Stands P =Pastor A = Assistant C = Congregation

ANNOUNCEMENTS

¢ GATHERED IN GRATITUDE

C

Baptized into the Body of Jesus Christ and Nourished by His
Supper, we are United in Gratitude, Living Everywhere the Love
of the Triune God.
Let them thank the Lord for his steadfast love,
For his wonderful works to humankind.
Let them extol him in the congregation of the people,
And praise him in the assembly of the elders.
Psalm 107:31-32

¢ GREETING OUR NEIGHBORS

P

C
p

The Lord is with you.
And also with you.
Let us share that greeting with one another.

¢ CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

p
C

P

In the name of the Father, and of the & Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen

God of all mercy and consolation who sees us into our depths,
reach into the depths of your people, turning us from our self-
centered ways to live from you and for our neighbors. Enliven us
with your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your
forgiveness, and live by the mercy and love by which you have
created and sustain us.
Amen
In the presence of God and of one another, let us confess our
separation from God’s mercy and love.

(silence for self-examination)
God of mercy and love,
We confess that we have turned our lives over to identities,

authorities, and powers outside of Jesus Christ. Where you have
called for love, we have expressed resentment; where you have
called for mercy, we have desired punishment; where you have
called for reconciliation, we have nurtured division. By your
Spirit, animate our hearts, minds, and bodies to serve the world
as you have served us. Through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
Amen.



P Through the Holy Spirit, the crucified and resurrected Jesus Christ
breaks into our lives as the God of mercy and reconciliation. As a
minister of Jesus Christ, and by Christ’s authority alone, | therefore
declare to you the gift of God the Spirit and with him the complete
the forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of
the Son, and of the & Holy Spirit.

C Amen
¢ GATHERING HYMN “Earth and All Stars”
ELW #731
¢ GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit is with you all.
C And also with you.
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¢ CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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¢ PRAYER OF THE DAY
P O Lord God,

C

sustain your church with your perpetual mercy. Without your
help, we will fail; remove far from us everything that is harmful,
and lead us toward all that gives life and salvation, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

FIRST READING Ezekiel 33:7-11

’So you, mortal, | have made a sentinel for the house of Israel;
whenever you hear a word from my mouth, you shall give them
warning from me. 2 If | say to the wicked, “O wicked ones, you shall
surely die,” and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from
their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but their blood |
will require at your hand. ° But if you warn the wicked to turn from
their ways and they do not turn from their ways, the wicked shall
die in their iniquity, but you will have saved your life.

1 Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel: Thus you have
said: “Our transgressions and our sins weigh upon us, and we
waste away because of them; how then can we live?” ™ Say to
them: As | live, says the Lord God, | have no pleasure in the death
of the wicked but that the wicked turn from their ways and live;
turn back, turn back from your evil ways, for why will you die,
O house of Israel?

A  Word of God, word of life.
C Thanks be to God.



PSALM Psalm 119:33-40
Cantor chants the fine printed verses & refrain.
The congregation chants the bold printed verses & refrain.

Psalm Tone
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Paalm bome reproduced from Pealter for Wershifp Year €2 2000 Augsburg Fortress.
May T reproduced by permission for loval use only.
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Psalm 119:35

Psalm refrain reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year A © 2007 Augsburg Fortress.
May be reproduced by permission for local use only.

33 Teach me, O LORD, the way L of your statutes,
and | shall keep it I'to the end.

** Give me understanding, and I shall ' keep your teaching;
I shall keep it with Lall my heart.

3> Lead me in the path of | your commandments,
for that is | my desire.

3®Incline my heart to ' your decrees
and not to ! unjust gain.

7 Turn my eyes from be- | holding falsehood;
give me life Lin your way.

38 Fulfill your promise ! to your servant,
which is for | those who fear you.

39 Turn away the reproach ! that | dread,
because your judg- ! ments are good.

“OBehold, | long for ' your commandments;
by your righteousness en- Iiven me. Refrain



SECOND READING

Romans 13:8-14

#Owe no one anything, except to love one another, for the one
who loves another has fulfilled the law. ° The commandments, “You
shall not commit adultery; you shall not murder; you shall not steal;
you shall not covet,” and any other commandment, are summed up
in this word, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” % ove
does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the
law.

' Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the
moment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us
now than when we became believers; 2the night is far gone; the
day is near. Let us then throw off the works of darkness and put on
the armor of light; “let us walk decently as in the day, not in
reveling and drunkenness, not in illicit sex and licentiousness, not in
quarreling and jealousy. * Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and
make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.

A  Word of God, word of life.
C Thanks be to God.
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¢ GOSPEL

p
C

Matthew 18:15-20

The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew, the 18" chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] ™ “If your brother or sister sins against
you, go and point out the fault when the two of you are alone. If
you are listened to, you have regained that one. % But if you are
not listened to, take one or two others along with you, so that
every word may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three
witnesses. ' If that person refuses to listen to them, tell it to the
church, and if the offender refuses to listen even to the church, let
such a one be to you as a gentile and a tax collector. ** Truly | tell
you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and
whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. ™ Again,
truly | tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you
ask, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. *° For where
two or three are gathered in my name, | am there among them.”
The gospel of the Lord

Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor Anthony

HYMN OF THE DAY “God, When Human Bonds Are Broken”

ELW #603



¢ APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

¢ PRAYERS OF GOD’S PEOPLE

Each petition will end with the pastor saying, “Lord, in your mercy” . ..
The congregation responds with . . . “ Hear our prayer.”

¢ SHARING OF THE PEACE
¢ OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS AND TITHES

¢ OFFERING PRAYER

P Generous God,

C we give thanks because we have first been given: our lives, our
livelihoods, and our life together. Out of our Gratitude to the
Triune God of Life flows our giving. May our gifts create, in turn,
hearts of Gratitude for God’s blessings across God’s creation;
through the One who has “blessed us to be a blessing unto
others,” Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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¢ THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
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¢ WORDS OF INSTITUTION
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LORD’S PRAYER

)
C

Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray,

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P

Jesus Christ died and was raised for sinners. We qualify.

At United we practice Open Communion.

Those who will receive forgiveness of sins are welcome to the Table.
The dark colored liquid is wine, and the light colored liquid is grape juice.
For those who need an alternative to wheat flour wafers, gluten-free wafers are available upon request.

COMMUNION
COMMUNION HYMN “Lamb of God”
na Congregation . .
- r— -l A O EI— I — 3 I |
e
f = — L & o1 5
Lamh of God, you take a-way the «in of the world; have mer-cy on
() & ; | ; ;
|- T [ T 1 ] T | I M| | T | y
o S — - - — — - Y B -
N o — o P
(R T | e = 1 1|
J L 1 ¥
us. Lamb of God, you take a-waythe sin of the world; have
'] | | |
[l ] T T Y I L I ] I
e |
Ky | - Rl 7 K0 I i - i E—
mer - cy on  us. Lamb ol  God. vou take a-way the
) & _ , ,
[ ] I ] o 1 - = I ] o 1 I | I i |
I s e~ v "  a— ——— F o — — - i
IK“IJ) i dp s - ctie 4 J 1o i
i of the world; grant us  peace, granl  us  peace.

12



¢ POST COMMUNION BLESSING
P The body and blood of our risen Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthens
you and keeps you in his grace.
C Amen

¢ POST COMMUNION PRAYER

P  Self-Giving God,

C in this Supper you have given your whole self to us. Recreate us
through this Supper as brothers and sisters of gratitude who, in
turn, give our whole selves to this world as we transform the
world’s “eye for an eye justice” into the justice born of the
crucified Christ, a justice shaped by mercy and love; as we feed
the hungry, shelter the homeless, protect the vulnerable, visit
the imprisoned, heal the wounded, comfort the dying, and seek
to love our enemies as you have loved us; through Jesus Christ,
our Grace and our Guide. Amen.

¢ BENEDICTION

P Now receive the Benediction.
(Congregation: Face your neighbor.)

C The Lord blesses you and keeps you;
The Lord’s face shines upon you and is gracious to you;
The Lord looks upon you with favor and gives you peace.

¢ DISMISSAL

P Goin Peace. Serve the Lord by taking care of one another.
C Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24413.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council
of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. All other
music—public domain. One License print and streaming A-711809.
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SENDING PRAYER
Almighty God, grant that your holy word which has been
proclaimed this day may enter into our hearts through your grace,
that it may produce in us the fruit of the Spirit for witness and
service in the world and to the praise and honor of your name,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
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United Lutheran Church
5945 Fremont Street
Lincoln, Nebraska 68507-1623
Phone: 402-466-2277
website: www.unitedlutheranlincoln.com
email: office@unitedlutheranlincoln.com

Our Staff
Pastor—Rev. Dr. Neal J. Anthony
Office Manager—Lindsey Tienken Choir Director—Julie Allen
Bookkeeper—Cheryl Wells Financial Secretary—Denice Hoops

Worship Leaders for September 6

Leadership Position Sunday  9:30a.m.
Organist Denice Hoops
Cantor Judy Anderson
Acolyte Anders Sestak
Lector Marian Anderson
Usher & Greeter Kevin Fry & Jeanette Heikes
Communion Assistants Karen Daffer & Mike Elrod
Parking Lot Monitor Dennis Heuke

Scriptures for September 13
Genesis 50:15-21
Psalm 103:8-13
Romans 14:1-12
Matthew 18:21-35

Office Hours
Monday through Friday: 8:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m.

Guidelines for Wedding, Baptism, and Funeral Services

Before setting a date or making plans for a wedding, baptism, or funeral, please contact the church office to
clear a date. This is to ensure the availability of the pastor and facility. Baptisms and weddings are not done
during the church season of Lent. Additionally, weddings are not held during Holy Week or busy church
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