
  

United Lutheran Church 
 Thirteenth Sunday After Pentecost 

Sunday, August 23, 2026 

To all in attendance today: 
• Please fill out the attendance form found as an insert in the Weekly Witness  
 and place it in the woven basket in the Narthex as you leave. 
• You may take your used bulletin and Weekly Witness with you or place them in the 

basket in the Narthex. 
• If you are unable to come to the altar, please indicate your desire for communion 

to an usher.   

WORSHIP PREPARATION PRAYER 
God of grace, you have given us minds to know you, hearts to love 
you, and voices to sing your praise.  Fill us with your Spirit, that 
we may celebrate your glory and worship you in spirit and truth, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
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 Congregation Stands P = Pastor A = Assistant   C = Congregation 
 
 

PRELUDE 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 GATHERED IN GRATITUDE 
C Baptized into the Body of Jesus Christ and Nourished by His  
  Supper, we are United in Gratitude, Living Everywhere the Love 
  of the Triune God. 
P Know that the Lord is God. 
 It is he that made us, and we are his;  
 we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture. 
C Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise. 
 Give thanks to him, bless his name. 
P For the Lord is good; his steadfast love endures forever,  

 and his faithfulness to all generations.               Psalm 100:3-5  
 

 GREETING OUR NEIGHBORS 

P The Lord is with you. 
C And also with you. 
P     Let us share that greeting with one another. 

 

 CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity,  one God, who pursues us 
unconditionally, whose mercy endures forever. 

C     Amen 
P Almighty God, who sees and searches us completely; who knows 

the depth of our darkness: shine the Light of Christ into our hearts, 
enliven us with your Spirit, that we may witness the lordship of 
your Love and Mercy, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

C     Amen 
P In the presence of God and of one another, let us confess our 

separation from God’s mercy and love.  
      (silence for self-examination) 
P Gracious God, 

  C restore us to your mercy. We confess that we have turned from 
   our baptismal, Christ-identity, and handed our lives over to the 
   power of other identities and authorities. We recognize our  
   betrayal and repent. By your mercy, restore us to your lordship; 
   animate us with your Spirit so that the mercy and love of Jesus 
   Christ our Lord may spill from us into our community. Amen. 
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  P God, the Good Shepherd, is ceaseless mercy and love and pursues 
   us even when we have turned away. By grace you are restored to 
   God’s Fold. May the grace with which God has pursued and   
   captured you, be the grace which blesses your neighbors.   
  C Amen 

 GATHERING HYMN                             “Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation” 
                                         ELW  #645 

 

 GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the            

communion of the Holy Spirit is with you all. 
C And also with you. 

 

 KYRIE 

 CANTICLE OF PRAISE  
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 PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P O God,  
C with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, the 

rock of our life. Be our strong foundation and form us into the 
body of your Son, that we may gladly minister to all the world, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 
FIRST LESSON                                                      Isaiah 51:1-6 
 

  1 Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness, 
 you who seek the Lord. 
Look to the rock from which you were hewn 
 and to the quarry from which you were dug. 
2 Look to Abraham your father 
 and to Sarah, who bore you, 
for he was but one when I called him, 
 but I blessed him and made him many. 
3 For the Lord will comfort Zion; 
 he will comfort all her waste places 
and will make her wilderness like Eden, 
 her desert like the garden of the Lord; 
joy and gladness will be found in her, 
 thanksgiving and the voice of song. 
4 Listen to me, my people, 
 and give heed to me, my nation, 
for a teaching will go out from me 
 and my justice for a light to the peoples. 
5 I will bring near my deliverance swiftly; 
 my salvation has gone out, 
 and my arms will rule the peoples; 
the coastlands wait for me, 
 and for my arm they hope. 
6 Lift up your eyes to the heavens 
 and look at the earth beneath, 
for the heavens will vanish like smoke, 
 the earth will wear out like a garment, 
 and those who live on it will die like gnats, 
but my salvation will be forever, 
 and my deliverance will never be ended.  

A Word of God, word of life. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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 PSALM                                                                                                   Psalm 138 
Let us pray responsively, Psalm 138. 

The Pastor will pray  the fine printed verses and the congregation will pray the bold printed verses. 
 

1 I will give thanks to you, O Lord, with my whole heart; 
before the gods I will sing your praise. 

2 I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name, 
because of your steadfast love and faithfulness; 
for you have glorified your name and your word  

 above all things. 
3 When I called, you answered me; 

you increased my strength within me. 
4 All the rulers of the earth will praise you, O Lord, 

when they have heard the words of your mouth.  
5 They will sing of the ways of the Lord, 

that great is the glory of the Lord. 
6 The Lord is high, yet cares for the lowly, 

perceiving the haughty from afar. 
7 Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe; 

you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies;  
 your right hand shall save me. 

8 You will make good your purpose for me; 
O Lord, your steadfast love endures forever;  

 do not abandon the works of your hands. Amen. 
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SECOND LESSON                                       Romans 12:1-8  

 

1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, on the basis of 
God’s mercy, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and 
acceptable to God, which is your reasonable act of worship. 2 Do 
not be conformed to this age, but be transformed by the renewing 
of the mind, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what 
is good and acceptable and perfect. 

  3 For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to 
think of yourself more highly than you ought to think but to think 
with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that 
God has assigned. 4 For as in one body we have many members 
and not all the members have the same function, 5 so we, who are 
many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members 
one of another. 6 We have gifts that differ according to the grace 
given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; 7 ministry, in 
ministering; the teacher, in teaching; 8 the encourager, in 
encouragement; the giver, in sincerity; the leader, in diligence; the 
compassionate, in cheerfulness.  

A Word of God, word of life. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

 GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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 GOSPEL                  Matthew 16:13-20 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew, the 16th chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

 13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked 
his disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 14 And they 
said, “Some say John the Baptist but others Elijah and still others 
Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15 He said to them, “But who do you 
say that I am?” 16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the 
Son of the living God.” 17 And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, 
Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you 
but my Father in heaven. 18 And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this 
rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail 
against it. 19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and 
whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever 
you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 20 Then he sternly 
ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah.  

P The gospel of our Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON                               Pastor Anthony 
 

 HYMN OF THE DAY                            “Built on a Rock” 
ELW #652 
Verses 1-4 
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 APOSTLES’ CREED 

 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
 

  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  and born of the virgin Mary. 
  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried. 
  He descended into hell. 
  On the third day he rose again. 
  He ascended into heaven, 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic Church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting.  Amen 

 

 PRAYERS OF GOD’S PEOPLE 
Each petition will end with the pastor saying, “Lord, in your mercy” . . . 

The congregation responds with . . . “ Hear our prayer.” 
 

 SHARING THE PEACE 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC                       “Softly and Tenderly” 
                    Don Green 
          

 OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS AND TITHES  
 

 OFFERING PRAYER 
 

P  God in whose image we are created, 
C you have created in the image of Jesus Christ.  Today through 

Word and Sacrament you have reconciled us to you and have 
restored us to the image in whom we are created.  At this hour, it 
is from this image that we give of ourselves.  May our offering 
serve your kingdom.   Amen. 
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 THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

P It is indeed right, . . . join their unending hymn: 
 
 

 HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 
 WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

Pastor 

Congregation 

Congregation 

Pastor 

Congregation Pastor 
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 LORD’S PRAYER 
 

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray, 
 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name, 
  thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; 
  and forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
  and lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, 
  and the power, and the glory, 
  forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
 

P Jesus Christ died and was raised for sinners.  We qualify. 
 

 At United we practice Open Communion.   
Those who will receive forgiveness of sins are welcome to the Table.   

For those who need an alternative to wheat flour wafers, gluten-free wafers are available upon request. 

 
 COMMUNION       
 
 COMMUNION HYMN                       “O Lamb of God” 



11 

 POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
P The body and blood of our risen Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthens 

you and keeps you in his grace. 
C Amen 

 

 POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

P Lord who has created in us new hearts, 
C through this fellowship and meal you have crucified our bondage 

to self and released us to serve in the freedom of your self-less, 
self-giving Love.  Empower us in this freedom to be the mercy for 
others you have been for us.  Without conditions.  Without 
distinctions.    Amen. 

 

 BENEDICTION 
P   Now receive the Benediction. 
 (Congregation: Face your neighbor.) 

C The Lord blesses you and keeps you; 
 The Lord’s face shines upon you and is gracious to you; 
 The Lord looks upon you with favor and gives you peace. 
 

 DISMISSAL 
A Go in Peace.  Serve the Lord by taking care of one another. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 

 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2025  Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Reprinted by 
permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24413. 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council 
of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
One License print and streaming A-711809.  All other music—public domain. 

SENDING PRAYER 
Almighty God, grant that your holy word which has been          
proclaimed this day may enter into our hearts through your grace, 
that it may produce in us the fruit of the Spirit for witness and   
service in the world and to the praise and honor of your name, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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Scriptures for August 30 

Jeremiah 15:15-21 
Psalm 26:1-8 

Romans 12:9-21 
Matthew 16:21-28 

 Office Hours 
Monday through Friday:  8:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. 

Guidelines for Wedding, Baptism, and Funeral Services  
Before setting a date or making plans for a wedding, baptism, or funeral, please contact the church office to 
clear a date.  This is to ensure the availability of the pastor and  facility.  Baptisms and weddings are not done 
during the church season of Lent. Additionally, weddings are not held during Holy Week or busy church 
seasons. 

Worship Leaders for August 23 

Leadership Position Sunday        9:30 a.m. 

Acolyte Wayne & Marny Janssen 

Organist Denice Hoops 

Lector Tim Sestak 

Communion Assistants Wayne & Marny Janssen 

Usher & Greeter Tonia Green & Wanda Grothen 

Parking Lot Monitor Brian Dean 

United Lutheran Church 
5945 Fremont Street 

Lincoln, Nebraska 68507-1623 
Phone:  402-466-2277  

website: www.unitedlutheranlincoln.com 
email: office@unitedlutheranlincoln.com 

 

Our Staff 
       Pastor—Rev. Dr. Neal J. Anthony 
 Office Manager—Lindsey Tienken    Choir Director—Julie Allen 
 Bookkeeper—Cheryl Wells     Financial Secretary—Denice Hoops  

Altar Flowers 
are provided today to the glory of God   

by Barb Westman  
in memory of my father and mother,  

Don & Charlotte Bullis. 


