
  

THOUGHTS FROM PASTOR ANTHONY .  .  . 
Paul’s Letter to the Philippians has always fascinated me. From the affection he expresses for 

coworkers in the ministry in chapter one (vv. 3-11), to the Christ hymn in chapter two (vv. 5-11), to –          

ultimately – his discussion of identity in the light of Jesus Christ in chapter three, his letter has always         

intrigued me.  

But it is his discussion of identity – his own identity – in chapter three that I have always found to be         

particularly astonishing. Here are the words to which I am referring:  

“If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: circumcised on the eighth day, a 

member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a 

Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless.” (Phil 4b-6) 

 Referring to a newly elected leader in our community, I remember a colleague once speaking of their 

“impeccable credentials.” They “fit the bill” with this experience and that, this degree and that, this              

endorsement and that. And so on. They “checked all the boxes,” so to speak.  

 Their profile was robust. Which, in turn, elevated their status. So it was with Saul, before he became 

Paul. As if to say: “If a religious leader with credentials is what you’re looking for, well . . . 

 . . . I was circumcised on the eighth day. 

 . . . I am an Israelite, of the tribe of Benjamin.  

 . . . a Hebrew born of Hebrews. 

 . . . trained in the law as a Pharisee. 

 . . . a persecutor of the church to prove my commitment! 

 . . . and one who appears pure according to the law. 

 As a religious leader with credentials, Paul “fits the bill.” He “checks all the boxes.”  His credentials 

are impeccable.  

 But there is one problem with all of this.  It is Paul who is communicating with us.  And not Saul. 

 You see, it is Paul who has written this letter.  

 And he has written this letter to the Philippian community from the perspective of his new identity in 

Christ.  Not his old identity under the law, in the eyes of the community.  

 “Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ.” Paul adds, “More 

than that, I regard everything [read: “my old credentials/my old identity”] as loss because of the surpassing 

value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord.” (Phil 3:7-8) 

 That is to say: there is only one “identity” that one must “possess,” only one “box” which needs to be 

“checked,” for one to be a disciple of Christ, to have “status” in Christ’s community. Namely, is the Crucified 

and Resurrected One your primary identity? 

 Such an “identity” cannot be faked. It is always “active in love.” In mercy. In reconciliation. -Pr. Anthony 
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Over the years, many have asked why we can’t enjoy the Holden Evening Service outside of Advent and Lent. 
The answer is this: we can enjoy the Holden Evening Service outside of Advent and Lent. And we will begin 
doing so in what I am calling “First Wednesday.”  
Beginning in September, we will worship on the first Wednesday of each month with the Holden Evening   
Service liturgy at 6:30 p.m. (the same time as we worship during Advent and Lent). 
Together, let us gather on the “First Wednesday” to begin each month grounded in the gift of God’s evening 

grace. See you on Wednesday, September 2 at 6:30 p.m.! 

    Older.Wiser.Lutheran.Seniors. 
 

OWLS will meet on Thursday,         
September 10 at 11:00 a.m. at Pizza 
Ranch. We will pay individually at the    
restaurant. Please sign up to attend 
by September 6. 

Deborah Circle 

Deborah Circle will meet on   
Wednesday, September 16 at        
1:00 p.m.  All women of United are        
encouraged to attend this monthly 

Bible study from the “Gather Magazine.”   

2027 Offering Envelopes 

Offering envelopes will be ordered later in       
September.  If you do not have envelopes, but 
would like to use them, or if you wish to move 
from weekly to monthly envelopes, monthly to 
weekly, or to discontinue using them, please    
contact the church office no later than              
September 21. 

God’s work.  
Our hands.  

 

September 13 has been selected 
by ELCA as a day  of service.   
United’s service project is to have 

our youth and adults assemble Hygiene Kits for 
Pine Ridge at 10:45 a.m. in the basement  
fellowship hall. 
On September 27, Pastor Dan from the Pine Ridge 
Reconciliation Center will be with us and will take 
the kits with him. 

Wonder Women 
Wonder Women will meet on 
Thursday, September 24.  
Please sign up by September 

20.  See Sheryel for any questions. 

United’s Little Pantry and  
the Lutheran Food Pantry 

 

Please remember non-perishable food items are 
needed for United’s Little Pantry and the Lutheran 
Food Pantry.  You may also support these by       
donating cash using our pew envelopes.  Notate on 
your envelope or check where you want the money 
to be used. 
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 In Our Prayers 
Please let the church office know if there has been a 
birth, baptism, marriage, illness, or death in your 
family that you would like to share.  Let us know if 
someone is hospitalized or needs our prayers.  If you 
give your  permission, this request will be added to 
the list of  prayers in the “Weekly Witness.”  If you 
would like  immediate prayers for the individual, the 
office will initiate the Prayer Chain. 

SCRIP Cards May Be Purchased 
  

SCRIP cards are sold before and after worship.        
Or you may contact George Hill at  402-430-9554.   

In Our Prayers .  .  . 
 

Kay Henriksen  Barb Westlake 
Sylva Finke  Shirley Thomsen 
Enny Marrs  Ron Asch  
Jim Hauptmeier  John Nason 

Thanks .  .  . 

 

Thank you for your generous gift of $5,288.71 to 
the ministries of ELCA Good Gifts. Through         
resources such as seedlings and seminary courses, 
vaccinations, and vegetable gardens, Bibles and 
blankets, you equip God’s people—around the 
world and around the corner—with what they 
need to live abundant lives. Thank you for your 
generous gifts. 
 

Rachel Wind 
Executive for Development 

Our Sympathies to .  .  . 

 

Don & Sharon Green and family over the death of 
Sharon’s mother, Rose Delp on August 12. 

Confirmation Classes 
 

Confirmation classes will begin this month and will 
be held on Wednesday, September 2 and 16,     
5:30-6:20 p.m. 

SMILEY 

 Christian Education for        
children and youth.  Sundays, 
10:45-11:30 a.m. 
 On September 13, youth will 
help assemble hygiene kits for 
Pine Ridge.  

Education 

Text Study with Pastor Anthony:  
 Sundays at 8:45 a.m. 
 Mondays at 1:00 p.m.  

We Collect 

 Pop tabs for Ronald McDonald House 

 Best Choice© labels for Fresh Start 

Please bring your pop tabs and labels to the church 
for forwarding to these charities. 

Funeral Service Pre-Planning Packet 

To help your family and United Lutheran, a Funeral 
Service Pre-Planning Packet is available from the  
church office.  It allows you to put in writing what 
your wishes are regarding your funeral service 
(hymns, scriptures, church service or graveside only, 
etc.) and for your funeral arrangements (burial or 
cremation, mortuary, viewing, cemetery location, 
etc.).   
 
If you would like to complete a Funeral Service      
Pre-Planning Packet, please pick one up from the 
church office or in the back of the first floor           
fellowship hall by the wall boxes, or call and one will 
be mailed to you.  Once you have filled it out and 
returned it, it will be filed in a sealed envelope until 
it’s needed.  We suggest a copy should also be 
shared with your family, so that your funeral can be 
accomplished according to your wishes. 
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United Lutheran Church 
Treasurer’s Report 

Monday August 10, 2026 
 

Submitted herewith is the Balance Sheet and Summary Treasure’s Report for July 2026.  In review 
of the July financial reports for United Lutheran Church, note the following items.  
 
Cash Accounts:   07/31/26 07/31/25 
Regular Checking:   $  34,399 $  59,725 
Memorial Fund Checking:  $  51,434 $  41,322 
Saving Account   $  29,254 $  15,572 
MIF Investment Endowment $131,226 $136,822 
Total Cash Balance   $246,616 $253,341 
 
     Income Expense Difference 
July Offering Income   $19,053 
July Operating Fund    $20,728 $27,480 -$ -6,752 
July Total Income/Expense $23,929 $28,925 -$ -4,996 
 
The purpose of the Saving Account has been designated for Emergency Repairs to be accumulated 
to a maximum of $100,000.  The purpose of the Account is to offset the Insurance Deductible 
amount which is 2% of the value of the Church for Wind and Hail Damage.  The Account is to be 
funded from Script Profits plus redirecting the extra $1,000 per month currently being applied to the 
Long Term Loan Principal to the Account.   

Emergency Repair Fund as of 6/30/26 $28,254 
Regular Checking Transfer   $  1,000 

 Emergency Repair Fund as of 7/31/26 $29,254 
  
The Capital Improvement Donations less the Loan Payment is reported on Balance Sheet Account 
#3.70.010 “Capital Improvement Activity/History”.  Monthly Loan Payments are made via Electronic 
Fund Transfer from Regular Checking on the 1

st
 of the month.  

  
Account 3.70.010 Balance 7/31/26 $2,921.97 
 

Renovation Long Term Loan 
      Principal  Interest to Date 

Beginning Balance 6/30/26  $43,868.64  $61,972.11 
Payment 6/1/26   $     964.04  $     229.96 
Balance as of 6/30/26  $42,904.60  $62.202.07 
 

Comparison of Offerings vs Operating Expense 2026 vs 2025 through July  
 

General Fund Offerings  Operating Expense 
 2026  $171,042   $199,430 

2025  $156,143   $190.842 
 Difference  $  14,899   $    8,588 
 
Capital Facilities Offerings 
 Total Capital Facilities Offerings 2025 $13,357 
 Total Capital Facilities Offerings 2026 $30,357 
 
 
Respectfully submitted:  
Dean A. Jaeger 
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Watch the “Weekly Witness” for changes of upcoming events or check-out our website 
at: www.unitedlutheranlincoln.com 

Website contains the “Weekly Witness,” Sunday worship bulletin, “Messenger,”  
the calendar, and audio of the service.     The service can also be found on YouTube. 

       Office Hours 
 

Office hours Monday through Friday:  8:30 a.m.– 2:30 p.m. 

Office Closed 
  

The office will be closed on Monday, September 7 for the Labor Day holiday. 

United Lutheran Calendar of Events  

for September 2026 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

  
 

 
1 
 

6:00p Girl Scouts  

2 
 

9:15a  Staff Meeting 
5:30p Confirmation 
6:30p First Wednesday -
Holden Evening Service 
 

3 
 

6:30p Boy Scouts 

4 
 

6:00p Narcotics 
Anonymous 

7:30p Al-Anon 

5 
 

6       15TH SUNDAY   
                AFTER PENTECOST 
 

8:45a Text Study  
9:30a Holy Communion 
10:45a Fellowship 
10:45a SMILEY 

7 
 

          LABOR DAY 
OFFICE CLOSED 

 
9:00a LWR Quilters 

8 
 

10:00a Worship at 
Legacy Terrace 

6:00p Girl Scouts  

9 
     

9:15a  Staff Meeting 
7:00p Choir  Rehearsal 

10 
 

11:00a O.W.L.S. 
6:30p Boy Scouts 

11 
  

6:00p Narcotics 
Anonymous 

7:30p Al-Anon 

12 
 

 

13       16TH SUNDAY   
           AFTER PENTECOST 
 

8:45a Text Study  
9:30a Holy Communion 
10:45a GOD’S WORK.  
         OUR HANDS.  Service Day 

14     
 

1:00p Text Study 
6:00p Council Meeting 

15 
 

6:00p Girl Scouts  

16    
 

9:15a  Staff Meeting 
1:00p  Deborah Circle 
5:30p Confirmation 
7:00p Choir  Rehearsal 

 
 

17 
 

6:30p Boy Scouts 
 

18 
 

6:00p Narcotics 
Anonymous 

7:30p Al-Anon 

19 
 

 

20       17TH SUNDAY   
                AFTER PENTECOST 

 

8:45a Text Study  
9:30a Holy Communion  
10:45a Fellowship 
10:45a SMILEY 

21 
 

9:00a LWR Quilters 
1:00p Text Study 

 

22 
 

6:00p Girl Scouts  

23 
 

9:15a  Staff Meeting 
7:00p Choir  Rehearsal 

24 
 

6:00p Wonder Women 
6:30p Boy Scouts 

25 
 

6:00p Narcotics 
Anonymous 

7:30p Al-Anon 

26 

27       18TH SUNDAY   
                AFTER PENTECOST 

 

8:45a Text Study  
9:30a Holy Communion  
10:45a Fellowship 
10:45a SMILEY 

28 
 

1:00p Text Study 
7:00p All Ministry  

Meeting Night 
 

 

29 
6:00p Girl Scouts  

30 
 

9:15a  Staff Meeting 
7:00p Choir  Rehearsal 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

United Lutheran Church 
5945 Fremont Street 
Lincoln Nebraska 68507-1623 

 

September 13 has been            
designated by ELCA as a day  of 
service.   
United’s service project is to have 
our youth and adults assemble 
Hygiene Kits for Pine Ridge at 
10:45 a.m. in the basement       
fellowship hall. 

God’s work. Our hands.  


